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wherever there are forests. To these are sent weak school-
children of from eight to sixteen years of age. They are selected
by the dispensary commission of the district, after recommenda-
tion by the school doctor. They stay from six to eight weeks, live
an outdoor life, and receive extra nourishment.
Moscow had, in 1934, fourteen such forest schools; that which
I visited was for tubercular children. It is situated in the forest
at forty-five minutes' drive from Moscow, so that the parents
are easily able to visit the children once a month. The building
was formerly the summer residence of a wealthy Moscow
inhabitant and required little reconstruction to adapt it for its
new purpose. There had to be additions for bedrooms and a
dining-room. The very large grounds supply the school with
vegetables, fruit, eggs, poultry and milk, and, of course, pigs are
kept. The keeping of pigs is almost a sign of being a good
Communist at this period when there is still a shortage of cattle.
There were 120 children, between the ages of eight and twelve
years, divided into four groups of two parallel classes. When the
children first come they are restless at night, but they improve
very quickly in this respect as in all ways. There are a resident
doctor and two nurses, and a visiting child-psychologist attends
weekly. The singing-mistress is also visiting. At night a teacher
is on duty, as well as a nurse. The sleeping accommodation
seemed overcrowded, and the Director acknowledged the need for
more space. There was ample classroom accommodation, a
large hall, as well as the dining-room. All the rooms are very
light, airy, and spacious.
Self-government is practised here. There is a children's
committee which is responsible for school work, another for
orderliness, and so on. The work committee helps the more
backward children. Shock brigadism, Socialist competition
between classes, brigades, staff, and children, and parents and
children, are all means of improving discipline and work. The
results are recorded on the wall-newspaper.
The relations between the boys and girls are very friendly;
sex seemed to be non-existent. Boys and girls are dressed alike,